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INTRODUCTION

The Barclays Cycle Hire scheme (alsok n o wn  aBsris Bihkee &
scheme) in Central London has, in many ways, been a remarkable
success. As of 28" February 2011, there have been nearly 2.8

million journeys since the Cycle Hire scheme's launch on Friday 30"
July 2010, and the scheme now has well over 100,000 members. It
was expanded to incl u dcasuabusersé(e.g. tourists) as of 3"
December 2010.

However, the scheme can still be improved - and expanded. In particular, the scheme
so far operates only in Zone 1 and, for the most part, north of the River Thames.
Although it was announced that the scheme would be expanding to areas of East
London in time for the 2012 Olympic Games, there has been no indication of its
expansion to South West London.

My submission in this paper is that the Battersea constituency in the borough of
Wandsworth is a logical starting point for the next stage of expansion of the Barclays
Cycle Hire scheme, not least because there are so many docking stations just north of
the river from Battersea. | see it as one step - perhaps the first step - in a wider
expansion of the scheme outside Zone 1 and to South West London. Battersea could
be the first step in an expansion, which could lead the scheme to cover other areas in
the borough of Wandsworth, particularly Putney, given its proximity to the Thames and
the city centre. In the longer term, it could also be extended into the neighbouring
boroughs of Merton (home of the All England Lawn Tennis Club in Wimbledon) or
Richmond-on-Thames (home of Richmond Park and Bushy Park).

One of the main campaigns | ran in the General Election was to push for
improvements in the transport infrastructure in Battersea, and | hope that expansion of
the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme to Battersea (and beyond) could play a significant
part in achieving that aim.

This proposal is supported strongly by the Wandsworth Cycling Campaign (WCC), the
local group of the London Cycling Campaign. WCC's vision is for Wandsworth to be a
borough where cycling is a natural transport choice for everyone, and WCC sees the
extension of the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme into the borough as a practical way to
make progress towards this vision. | am grateful to the Wandsworth Cycling
Campaign for their help with this submission.
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Jane Ellison

Member of Parliament for Battersea



REASONS FOR EXPANSION

1. Battersea could be the first step in a wider expansion of the scheme across
South London and West London
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Figure la - a map from the Transport for London (TFL) website, shows the current
placement of docking stations of the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme bordering Battersea.
As can be seen from the map, the nearest docking stations are quite close to
Battersea but stop at Pimlico, Chelsea and Kennington. Given how close Battersea is
to central London and the pre-existing docking stations, there is a very strong case for
expansion to this area.

However, | believe that Battersea could be only the first part of a wider expansion of

the scheme (e.g. O0Phase 3westefthp cunmentiperimeter t o

of the scheme.

Figure 1b shows two potential scenarios for expansion into Battersea i one quite
narrowly defined (bounded by black dots), one a more broadly defined (southern
boundary shown by grey dots). The more broadly defined scenario encompasses the
major transport interchange of Clapham Junction station, and also Wandsworth Road
station.
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FIGURE 1b
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North of the Thames

Battersea is right on the southern bank of the river Thames i just on the other side of
the river are areas like Chelsea, West Brompton, Fulham, and Pimlico. As
Wandsworth Co20M¢tacdl ilnglem2r@a@iod Plan (LIP) on transport makes
c | e a substaritial proportion of the working population [of Wandsworth] travels to
jobs elsewhere, particularly in central Londond*.Comparison of 1991 and 2001 census
data by the LIP also suggests that there has been, among other things, an increase in
job opportunities in central London since 1991 e.g. due to the increased use of public
transport for the journey to work.? In addition, many residents of Battersea travel north
of the river to use amenities, such as schools and hospitals.

Equally, many residents of areas north of the river, like Chelsea, travel south to visit
areas like Battersea Park and the (soon to be regenerated) Battersea Power
Station/Nine Elms area for leisure purposes, and it would be easier for them to do so if
the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme not only covered a wider portion of Chelsea, but also
Battersea.

10 Wandsworth Council T Final Local Implementation Plan 2006-2011, p18, para 1.3.1
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200107/transportation_planning/621/transport_policy/2

20 Wandsworth Council i Final Local Implementation Plan 2006-2011, p35, para 2.2.1
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200107/transportation_planning/621/transport_policy/2



South of the Thames
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Wandsworth

In their submissiont o Wandswort h Co u ntatedy,dhe Wahdsadrth Cy c | i
Cycling Campaign have indicated that they supported an extension of the Barclays

Cycle Hire scheme from Vauxhall towards Wandsworth, covering Battersea and

continuing westwards to Putney, with a spur to Clapham Junction. | support this

proposal i it is similar to the sort of expansion that | had in mind and it makes sense

for other areas of Wandsworth, particularly the Putney and Clapham Junction areas,

given their transport connections, to see the scheme extended to them.

Merton
In the longer term, Battersea could also be the beginning of a wider expansion of the
scheme into South West London, not just Wandsworth.

Merton in particular is a prime candidate for such expansion, particularly as it is the
borough in which the Wimbledon Tennis Championships are held. The
Championships, one of the four tennis Grand Slam tournaments, are held at the All
England Lawn Tennis Club on Church Road, Wimbledon. The Championships take
place over a fortnight at the end of June and beginning of July each year, and overall
attendance over the fortnight of the competition in 2010 was 489,946. This is the
second highest overall for 13 days in spite of the reduced daily capacity of 37,500. The
all time highest attendance of 511,043 was set in 2009, when there was a daily
capacity of 40,000.% In addition, the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum enjoyed a

30 Wimbledon 2010 in Numbers, 6™ July 2010: http://2010.wimbledon.org/en_GB/news/articles/2010-
07-06/201007071278484605882.html



record year for attendance in 2009 with nearly 70,000 visitors, an increase of 27% on
2008."

Richmond-on-Thames

Another borough which would be a potential candidate for such an expansion,
particularly given its heritage, parks and proximity to the centre of London, is
Richmond-on-Thames. In particular, Richmond Park and Bushy Park, both of which
are contained within the borough, are both Royal Parks which attract a lot of visitors,
and would attract more were the Cycle Hire scheme extended to the area.

The use of B aoukdd meayfewer chrs dnéhs road in the area, contributing
to a more environmentally friendly way of accessing the parks.

Obviously, other Councillors, MPs and Assembly Members will put the case for their
own areas and constituencies as they see fit.

40 Wimbledon 2010: Useful Information i 20™ April 2010:
www.wimbledon.org/en_GB/news/pressreleases/2010usefulinfo_20_04_2010.html



2. Expansion of the Cycle Hire scheme will have a significant positive impact on
the environment

Under the Climate Change Act 2008, the UK is legally obliged to reduce its carbon

dioxide emissions by 80%, from a 1990 baseline, by 2050. A significant part of the

reductions will have to come from transport emissions.As t he Mayor 6s Tr ans
Strategy (MTS) published in 2010 makes clear, ground-based transport produces 22%

of London's carbon dioxide emissions, and just short of half of this contribution (46%)

is produced by cars, motorcycles and private hire vehicles.”> The MTS emphasises the

need for a move towards o6l ow carbon travel b
an excellent way by which such a move could be achieved, if it were more widely

expanded.

There needs to be a dmode shiftd from method
environment towards modes of transport which are more benign i with cycling being

one of the two most benign modes of transport (the other is walking). Indeed,
Wandsworth Council h aeducisgmependeinde onatle cay andh a me d A
encouraging a shift to more environmentally friendly modes of transportd6 as one of |
main objectives in terms of its transport strategy. °

It is also worth noting that switching from motorised vehicles to bicycles would means
reduced noise and air pollution T both of which are increasingly recognised as an
i ssue for public healt hermoredjenérally,. resi dentsd q

500 Mayor's Transport Strategy 2010, p104, Figure 28:
www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/MTS_Chapter_4.pdf

600 Wandsworth Council i Final Local Implementation Plan 2006-2011, p41, para 3.2.1
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200107/transportation_planning/621/transport_policy/2



3. Local circumstances make Battersea a prime location for further expansion

Positive local environment for cycling

One of the main local factors which favour expansion of the Barclays Cycle Hire
scheme to Battersea is the local topography i Battersea is a mostly flat and low-lying
area (historically, it was a marsh and forms part of the Thames flood plain). It is thus
perfect for cycling, particularly when it comes to the heavier bikes used on the Cycle
Hire scheme, and especially when added to the fact that there is a growing cycling
culture in the area. For example, over the summer of 2010, in association with the
launch of Cycle Superhighway 7, Wandsworth Council launched a series of measures
to encourage cycling, including free 'Dr Bike' safety checks, bicycle maintenance
classes and free cycle training lessons. In addition, Transport for London is currently
working on a new Cycle Superhighway - CS8 - linking Wandsworth with Westminster,
which should be up and running by summer 2011.’

It is also worth noting that Battersea would be even more suited to cycling were it not
for the fact that many Battersea residents do not currently have secure cycle storage
at home. The introduction of the scheme in Battersea would be of great benefit to such
residents in overcoming an important practical barrier to cycling.

Pressures on public transport capacity

As will be clear from a cursory glance at any map of the London Underground, the
many areas of London south of the River Thames are significantly disadvantaged
when it comes to access to public transport, particularly conveniently placed London
Underground stations, compared to areas of London which are north of the river. This
is also accepted by Wandsworth Council 2

The demand for public transport, particularly trains, often results in overcrowding,

which means that ther-eveanad mmiasshug bigobritc ant o6s
buses. Some popular bus routes suffer from overcrowding and an alternative mode of

transport, like the Cycle Hire scheme, could help to alleviate the problem.

Limited access to some forms of public transport enjoyed by other areas of London

also means that there is heavy reliance on the few train stations in Battersea area,

meaning overcrowded train stations and carriages. This is a serious issue as

overcrowding is already a big problem on the railways. Clapham Junction in particular

is a critical station; more trains pass through the station than any other in Europe and

it is used by 40 million passengersever y year . Yet decrepitcs bdye stchre b ¢

70Wandsworth Council Press Rel ease: i W8 @ctobes20r t s on n
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/article/10049/work_starts_on_new_cycle superhighway

800 Wandsworth Council i Local Implementation Plan 2006-2011, p31-32
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200107/transportation_planning/621/transport_policy/2



local newspaper® and was shown to have been voted the second worst rail station in

the UK for customer satisfaction in the inde
Department of Transport, compiled by a group of "mystery shopper" official

inspectors'®. Clapham Junction achieved with a score of only 39% (the only station

which was worse was Manchester Victoria, on 32%).*

The expansion of the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme to Battersea could help to relieve
problems relating to overcrowding at busy train stations, particularly Clapham
Junction. This is important, as the House of Commons Transport Committee noted
back in 2003, overcrowding, as well as being unpleasant, has the potential to seriously
impact on the health and safety of passengers and workers due to the stress and
injury from overcrowding, as well as the increased risks in the event of an accident.
is also worth noting that Clapham Junction does not yet have a London Underground
link, which provides another reason to expand the scheme to the area.

The situation in Battersea will soon be improved by the planned extension of the

Northern Line from Kennington station to createtwomoreUnder gr ound st ati ol
El msd and i B ar d therNine Ends,Vaughall Opportunity Area

development. However, construction on the Northern Line extension to Nine Elms and

Battersea will not commence until 2012, and passenger services will not begin running

until 2016.*® Even assuming these targets can be met; the other problem is that the
ABattersead stati on Pawel Station site, leavingtoutgeatralpo nl y t o
west and south Battersea, including areas which have very little access to public

transport as it is. Having a network of cycle hire docking stations, @esigned-in6to the

Nine EIms Vauxhall Opportunity Area from the outset, will 'lock in' sustainable travel

patterns as the associated developments progress. A recent Wandsworth Council

press release notesthati T h e GL A’ gsstuqy formthre ©pportunity Area confirms

the infrastructure costs can be met almost entirely through a tariff on major

d e v e | o p¥heThetasailability of £1 billion funding for infrastructure costs

900 An example is the Wandsworth Guardian - see
http://towerscj.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/wg_091119.jpg

100 Better Rail Stations: Department for Transport (2009)
www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/passenger/stations/betterrailstations/

110 Better Rail Stations: Department for Transport (2009)
www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/passenger/stations/betterrailstations/

1200 House of Commons Transport Select Committee: Overcrowding on Public Transport, 7" Report of

Session 2002-2003 i 17" September 2003
www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200203/cmselect/cmtran/201/201.pdf

130 Northern Line Extension (NLE) Briefing Note 2, September 2010: Battersea Power Station

14 AfLatest Nine Elms scheme approvedo, Wandsworth Col
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/article/10290/latest_nine_elms_scheme_approved



associated with this stretch of London's riverside represents a major opportunity to
provide a network of Cycle Hire docking stations in Battersea. Progressive

landowners in this Opportunity Area are already starting to recognise this e.g. Covent
Garden Market Authority, which intendstoin . . . i nt rberdlunevwepedestriaru m
and cycle routes through the site... as well as an improved route between the main site
and the Northern Site.... A docking station for 'Boris Bikes' could also be located on the
Northerh Sitebd

The expansion of the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme to Battersea will help compensate
for the lack of Underground capacity until then. The bikes could serve as an interim
solution linking Vauxhall and the Power Station, and once the stations are built
commuters will be able to take advantage of the bikes which would already be
available in and around Battersea.

Mobile, young and professional population

The 2001 Census data for Battersea shows that out of 81,772 recorded residents,
44,990 in total (55%) work in some sort of managerial or professional position. Yet
across London as a whole, where there were 7,078,632 recorded residents, only
2,648,514 of these (37%) worked in a managerial or professional position.*® Further
to that, the Wandsworth Council LIP 2006-2011 suggests that there has been a pattern
of young single adults migrating to the borough, which includes Battersea: the 20-39
year-old age group represents 48% of the borough population compared to 28%
nationally and 36% in Greater London.’

There is, therefore, a much higher than average concentration of young and
professional workers in the Battersea area, many of whom need to commute into
Central London to get to work. This demographic means that it is likely that there will
be a very high demand for, and high levels of use of, the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme
in Battersea.

1500rhe Garden at New Covent Garden Mark et 1 A Public Exhibition, March 2011 (booklet, p. 33)

16[NS -SeC of Household Reference Person (UV33), Battersea Parliamentary Constituency, Office of
National Statistics:
www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=6163947&c=Batterse
a&d=27&e=10&g=347738&i=1001x1003x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1291306205320&enc=1&dsFamilyld=1
17

170 Wandsworth Council T Local Implementation Plan 2006-2011, p17 para 1.1.3
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200107/transportation_planning/621/transport_policy/2



Insufficient previous investment
Wandsworth Council 6s L oc a20llicontaihsehiaesvetliagt i on P
paragraph:

fWandsworth has among the highest traffic volumes of any borough in inner
London. It has a high concentration of main roads that cater for this traffic, but
parts of the borough have a relatively poor quality of environment as a result.
These roads, along with the busy rail routes into Victoria and Waterloo create a
high degree of community severance such that local access within and to/from
the borough has been subservient to the needs of through traffic and longer
distance rail commuters. While there is a clear need to address the transport
deficiencies within Wandsworth, TransportforLondonés maj or commi t
flagship infrastructure improvements are elsewhere. Investment in local
transport improvements is, therefore, essential and yet the council has received
relatively low annual grant settlements from Transport for London, despite
positive feedback on the quality of bids.d®

The above submission from Wandsworth Council suggests that Wandsworth has long
received insufficient funding to deal with long-running deficiencies in local transport
provision, and the expansion of the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme would be an ideal
opportunity to help remedy this lack of investment.

Low car ownership

The figures also show that there is lower car ownership in Battersea compared to the
rest of London. 57% of the households in Battersea own at least one car or van,
compared to a rate of 63% across London as a whole and 73% nationally.*® This in
turn means increased reliance on public transport in the area. Expansion of the Cycle
Hire scheme would consequently provide an excellent additional transport option for
many Battersea residents.

180 Wandsworth Council T Local Implementation Plan 2006-2011, p42-43 para 3.3.1
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200107/transportation_planning/621/transport_policy/2

190 NS-SeC of Cars and Vans (KS17), Battersea Parliamentary Constituency, Office of National
Statistics:
http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=6163947&c=battersea&
d=27&e=15&9g=347738&i=1001x1003x1004&mM=0&r=1&s=1291976991625&enc=1&dsFamilyld=51

10



4. The Cycle Hire scheme is currently restricted to Zone 1 and predominantly
operates north of the Thames

According to Transport for London, there are, at present, 5,000 bikes at 344 docking

stations. These figures are between 14-18% less than had been planned for Phase

One of the scheme.®®By contrast, the cycle hire scheme
24,000 bikes at 1,750 sites.?* The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, has made clear

his desire not just to match this scheme but also to overtake it.”? But, as is clear from

the above figures, the Paris scheme has a lot more bikes and docking stations than

the London scheme. Not only that, but it is able to sustain that many bikes and

stations because it covers a far wider area than just central Paris i.e. it also extends to

the suburbs of Paris. The Cycle Hire scheme as it currently stands is simply not

enough for London, a city which is even bigger than Paris.

If the Mayor wishes to expand the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme to be larger than the
Velib scheme, the logical conclusion is that the scheme must expand outside Zone 1
to cover as much of London as possible. Battersea, which is in Zone 2, just south of
the river, and well-connected to central London, seems an ideal place to start this
wider expansion. This is especially true when one considers that all the main arterial
routes north across the Thames bridges in Battersea connect to areas with
established cycle docking stations.

While, it was recently announced that the scheme is to be expanded to areas of east

London in time for the Olympics?, the scheme should also be expanded to the north,

south and west i f i t;partgeularlyao thieisduth giveretheNdakyoo r 6 s v
London Underground stations south of the river (as dealt with in more detail under

heading 3).

200London Assembl y Tr aPedalpowert theCycinidiretstheme and Gycle
Superhi ghwayso, aNpageel?2h3er 2010
www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/FINAL%20REPORT. pdf

210London Assembl y Tr aPedalpower theCycinidiretstheme and Bycle
Superhi ghwayso, aNpage@dnber 2010
www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/[FINAL%20REPORT.pdf

220London Cycling Campaign, AMayor hints at oO6one in fi
August 2010 www.lcc.org.uk/index.asp?PagelD=1963

230AMayor 6s flagship Barclays Cymeefélirehsechemimeé Gemds:/
for London, 10™ November 2010 www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/media/newscentre/archive/17339.aspx

11



As Joe Peach?

wrote in August 2010:

flLondon now needs to build on the initial success of its Cycle Hire scheme by
rapidly expanding its footprint. Currently, only available in the city centre,
expanding to outer London needs to be a priority, allowing those in the suburbs
the opportunity to travel as sustainably as those in central London. Considering
that London's Mayor, Boris Johnson, pledged to "do more for Outer London" in
his election manifesto, introducing the Cycle Hire scheme in these areas would
contribute towards fulfilling that pledge.&

The ideas set out in this document constitute a proposal to expand the Barclays Cycle
Hire scheme into a part of London which represents a prime and logical 'next step' for
expansion.

240 A researcher at the Royal Institute of British Architects exploring the effects of technologies on
cities of the future.

250AWhat London should have | earned from other cities'
2010 (The Global Urbanist):
http://globalurbanist.com/2010/08/10/what-london-should-have-learned-from-other-cities-bike-hire-
schemes.aspx

12



5. There are a number of viable locations in the Battersea area to place docking

stations

When giving evidence to the London Assembl ybo
David Brown, T f LoGtgoing Managing Director of Surface Transport, said that the
Barclays Cycle Hire scheme is:

A . far short journeys going to distinct employment or social areas. You would
have a hard job to stick it out in Hillingdon, for instance. It just would not work.

You have got to have a critical mass to make it work. %®

These comments are revealing, but if
placement of docking stations to facilitate short journeys is the threshold to cross
before the scheme is expanded to an area, then Battersea passes this threshold.
There are a significant number of potentially viable locations in Battersea to place
docking stations. Some of these are on or close to Cycle Superhighway 8,
representing added value for both schemes.

t

he

Some suggestions already received for cycle hire docking station locations include:

Battersea High Street/Battersea Square
Battersea Park Road

Clapham Junction

Battersea Park (Albert Bridge Road end)
Battersea Park (Chelsea Bridge Road end)
Nine Elms (for example Power Station, New Covent Garden)
Battersea Bridge Road/Parkgate Road
Queenstown Road/St Phillips Square
Surrey Lane Estate

Shaftesbury Estate

Lavender Hill (outside ASDA)

= =4 4 -4 48 4 -5 -5 95 -5 -9

Possible future locations could include:

1 Nine Elms Underground Station
1 Battersea Underground Station
1 Proposed foot/cycle bridge to Pimlico

26[0rranscript of Hear ing of London Assembly Transport Committee, 12th October 2010, Item 6, p35

para 5
www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/12%200ct%20Transcript.pdf

13
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Of course, the use of these locations is subject to all the normal and necessary
consent and planning permission required and inclusion in this document does not
indicate that any of these have been or would be granted by the planning authority.

However, the inclusion of so many suggested viable locations in this document is
indicative of the potential in this area and the enthusiasm of local people for the
Barclays Cycle Hire scheme.

A number of local developers have already expressed interest in incorporating the
scheme into their plans, which suggests that the docking stations would be warmly
welcomed in many locations. For example, the prospective developers of the QVC
building on Chelsea Bridge Road, situated opposite the Chelsea Gate to Battersea
Park, were openly telling visitors to their exhibition that they were keen to have the
scheme as part of their redevelopment.

14



6. There is widespread support for expansion of the scheme to Battersea

As well as having my enthusiastic backing and that of the Wandsworth Cycling
Campaign, the expansion of the Cycle Hire scheme also enjoys the support of Richard
Tracey, London Assembly Member for Merton and Wandsworth, and the local
authority, Wandsworth Borough Council.

Indeed, Councillor Ravi Govindia, Executive Member for Strategic Planning and
Transportation at Wandsworth Council, submitted written evidence to the recent

inquiry of the Transport Committee of the London Assembly on the Cycle Hire scheme.

Clir Govindia, argued strongly in the Wandsworth submission for expansion of the
Barclays Cycle Hire scheme to the borough:

fFrom our point of view the biggest problem with Phase One of the scheme has
been that it does not extend south to our borough. The Leader of Wandsworth
Council supports the Cycle Hire scheme and there is a desire to expand the
scheme out of Zone 1 southward to Wandsworth.&’

In addition to the support of the individuals and organisations named above, the
campaign has also been backed by the Wandsworth Friends of the Earth. A number
of my constituents have also made representations arguing for the expansion of the
Cycle Hire scheme to areas of Battersea, ranging from Albert Bridge to Clapham
Junction.

27 AWritten submissions received f oCycleHieschemaand por t

CycleSuper hi ghwayso, p89
www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Full%20Doc.pdf

15
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7. Other good reasons to support expansion of the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme
to Battersea

Journey time reliability

Public transport and cars are not always reliable in terms of journey times, especially
when there are frustrating events such as road works, particularly congested traffic or
Tube strikes (or a combination of the three). For commuting cyclists in particular, both
they and their employer benefit because people know to a greater extent how long
their journey will take, particularly when it comes to staff getting to work on time.

The issue of journey time reliability has been particularly important during periods of
industrial action. There is evidence to suggest that the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme
has seen its highest level of demand during strikes by London Underground workers,
as an alternative method of getting to and from work i during the strike on 7
September, The Sun newspaper claimed that, at one point, all 5,000 of the bikes on
the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme were rented out®® and commuters have been
specifically encouraged to use the Cycle Hire scheme as an alternative to the
Underground on such days.?

Health benefits

Cycling can significantly benefit individual
success of the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme. As one of the respondents to the

Assembly Transport Committeebs recent survey

fl love the scheme and it has improved my quality of life tremendously. | feel
fitter and happier and "empowered" by having another way to make journeys
which puts me in control rather than having to wait for buses etc...The scheme
is a very significant enhancement to life in London.&®

It should also be noted that the health benefits to the individuals also benefit others,
particularly employers, due to reduced employee ill-health and sick leave, as well as
the wider community, who benefit from other people choosing to cycle rather than use
motorised transport.

28 ABoris helps 1000s beat Tube shut downd, The Sun,
www.thesun.co.uk/sol/lhomepage/news/3129107/Boris-Johnson-helps-1000s-beat-Tube-shut-down.html

29 AfGet romikes to beat four days of Tube strikeso, L
2010 www:.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23873609-bicycles-and-buses-in-boris-johnsons-bid-to-
beat-tube-strike.do

300Summary of results from tlimesurley & userpadthetBaraysOydlet t e e 6 ¢

Superhighways and Cycle Hire Scheme, 1 November 2010, p9
www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Survey%20November%202010.pdf
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Fewer cars and less congestion

According to the Mayordés Transport Strategy,

undertaken by car.®* According to Transport for London, half of London car journeys
are less than two kilometres in length.*> One-sixth of all car journeys across London
are less than one kilometre.* It is also worth noting that of the five Thames bridges
which connect to the borough of Wandsworth (through Battersea), Wandsworth,
Putney and Chelsea Bridges are among the ten busiest Thames crossings for the
peak morning travel period i.e. 07:00-09:30.3* Statistics such as these illustrate the
huge potential and need for a shift from cars to other modes of transport, with cycling
being one such alternative. The Thames bridges act as bottlenecks which can easily
become congested by traffic. However, TfL's recent statistics show that cyclists
already form a high proportion of vehicular traffic. Cyclists already form 36% of the
vehicles crossing Chelsea Bridge northbound in the morning peak. It is clear that
further modal shift to cycling will be a key way in which to enable more people to travel
over these bridges.

Another issue which needs to be taken account of is that the more people who cycle,
the less pressure there is on already scarce car parking spaces, whether in Battersea
or central London.

Reduced overcrowding of public transport

In addition to reduction in the use of cars, the expansion of the Barclays Cycle Hire
scheme could have a significant impact on reducing overcrowding on trains and
buses. There are all sorts of reasons why people would want to use bikes instead of
going on overcrowded trains or buses on their morning journey to work, whether lower
costs, fresh air, journey time reliability or health benefits.

Wandsworth Council have made arguments along these lines. As ClIr Govindia noted
in his submission to the London Assembly Transport Committee, expansion of the
Barclays Cycle Hire scheme to Wandsworth:

f..could have great benefits along congested public transport corridors. For
example, some relatively short rail trips could potentially be substituted by bike

31[Mayor's Transport Strategy, May 2010 i p55-56, para 90
32[Bee www.tfl.gov.uk/gettin garound/walking/2896.aspx
33rravel in London - Report 2, Transport for London 2010, p259

340Wandsworth Council T Local Implementation Plan 2006-2011, p31, para 2.1.2
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200107/transportation_planning/621/transport_policy/2
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(e.g. Wandsworth Town/Clapham Junction into Vauxhall, Victoria or
Waterloo)o®

The available evidence across London seems to bear this out. The London

Assembl ydés Transport Committee recently prov
Cycle Hire scheme and Cycle Superhighways to complete an online survey between

September and October 2010 i the first large-scale survey of users of the scheme.*

When respondents to the survey were asked what sort of journey their cycle journey

replaced, 20% of those who responded specifically named the Tube and a further 8%
specifically named the bus. Equally i mportan
of the aboved, and as the two most popular o
|l i kely that many of those people who answere
used the bikes instead of one or more of a Tube or bus journey.

In short, the survey appears to suggest that a significant number of people are using
the Cycle Hire scheme as an alternative to public transport, and thereby freeing up
much-needed capacity on public transport, particularly during peak times. Even
without the survey this is also supported by anecdotal evidence.®’

Potential for mode shift

Introducing the Cycle Hire Scheme to Battersea would further encourage Battersea
residents to cycle, even if they do not actually use the Cycle Hire scheme itself. In
particular, seeing a wide cross-section of Londoners riding bicycles is likely to inspire
people to take up cycling, and this can only be a good thing at a time when the UK is
becoming increasingly unhealthy. The latest Health Survey for England (HSE) data
shows that nearly 1 in 4 adults, and over 1 in 10 children aged 2-10, are obese, and
the London borough of Wandsworth similarly shows worrying (and increasing) levels
of overweight and obesity.*®

35 ffWtten submissions received f or CybleHird@scemesapdrt Co m)
CycleSuper hi ghwayso, p89
www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Full%20Doc.pdf

36JSummary of results fr om t-lineesurdey ef userpadthetBar€aysiOydlet t e e 6s
Superhighways and Cycle Hire Scheme, 1 November 2010:
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Survey%20November%202010.pdf

370 See e.g. Transcript of Hearing of London Assembly Transport Committee, 12" October 2010, Item
6, p13 para 12 (James Cleverly AM)

380 Department of Health, Public Health: Obesity
www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Obesity/index.htm

18


http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Survey%20November%202010.pdf

Wandsworth Council also argue that:

it he fact that there is a high turnover i
potential to influence peopleds travel h a
Active transport modes i cycling and walking i are likely to be realistic

alternatives for many wi.tbhin the boroughd

Even without the health benefits and the advantages of increased journey reliability,
there is likely to be significant demand for the bikes and potential for mode shift on the
basis that they can potentially help people to save money. This applies whether the
comparison is with journeys by private motorised transport or by public transport.

In summary

There is a compelling case for extending the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme into
Battersea as the next phase of the scheme. This would encourage mode shift to
cycling, in line with the Mayor's Cycling Revolution. Expanding the Cycle Hire scheme
into Battersea would be especially auspicious since it could draw upon the Section
106 funds/Community Infrastructure Levy associated with Nine Elms/Vauxhall
Opportunity Area.

For residents of Battersea in particular, t he arri val of owBwWd i s Bi k
improve their quality of life and open up travel options in and through Battersea.

390 Wandsworth Council i Local Implementation Plan 2006-2011, p37 para 2.3.2
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200107/transportation_planning/621/transport_policy/2
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